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The PUBLISHER to the READER. 


Heſe two Memorials I mow give yon, were ſent me 
. from France, and as I am in hopes of having fre- 
quently the like, I ſhall take great Delight in Imparting 
them- to the Publick: And the rather,” ſince this Pour- 
trait of -the preſent French Government, will give an 


Idea of what ours would hrve been, had Kjng, James * 


continued upon the Throne. 
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Licenſed according to -Order. 
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in SLAVERY, CAC. 


| I Memoraal, 
Of the Firſt of September, 1689. 


Of the Oppreſſion of the Church, of the Parliaments, 
of the Nobles, and Cities, 


T ſeems a fond ſaying, That People are not the leſs 
wretched ſforghaving ſeveral Companions in their Mi- 
ſeries, fince it is certainly true, that the Heart ſuffers 
much more, when it ſuffers in the midſt of all others 

who are happy. Among all the Goods whoſe loſs we have 
reaſon to bewail, Liberty is, doubtleſs, of the principal. It 
is a hard matter to be a Slave in the midſt of a thouſand 
free Perſons, without being concern'd at ones ſlavery : Where- 
fore France ought to rouze up it ſelf, and feel the Weight 
of the diſmal Slavery it groans under, conſidering the bleſ- 
ſed Liberty other Neighbouring States enjoy under their Eaw- 
ful Princes, and in the poſlcſlion of their ancient Laws : And 
the Felicity England has newly obtaincd, by ſeeing the Fet- 
ters broken with which it was upon the point of being - 
tackled, ought to revive and ſtirre np anew in the Boſoms 
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of all good Frexch-men, Love for their Countrey, Deſires 
tor the Return of Liberty, and the Deſign-of ſhaking off 
that hideous Yoak that reits upon their ſhoulders, We ſee 
all around us, the #7/1:ders enjoying a happy Freedom ; 
the Flemmings under the King of Spains Government .poſſet- 
ſing their ancient Priviledges, the Srares of the Empire living 
under a Head not in a Condition to oppreſs them, the Free 
Cities in Germany retaining the Form of Republicks ; the 
States and Provinct&s ſubjefted to the Electours and other Prin- 
ces, basking in the repoſe of their Fortune under a Govern- 
ment mild and moderate. France 2lone, the fineſt Countrey in 
Europe, the Noblelſt part of the World, finds it ſelf ſubjeted to 
a Sway cruel, tyrannick, and to a Power that ſets it ſelf no 
bounds; A free People, and who have derived the name of 
Francks or French-men from their ancient Liberty, are now 
under the greateſt ſubjeftion of all People, without excepting 
thoſe that groan under the Tyranny of the T:7ks. Now all 
Freedom is loſt, even to that of ſpeaking and bemoaning : 
Wherefore 1 ſend my Voice to Foreign Countreys, in hopes 
it will return thence by Reflexion, and that it. will awake 
anew my Countrey-men who ll:ep belide me under the weights 
of their Chains. With compaſſion do I view the cruel Tem- 
peſt wherewith my Countrey is menac'd, I bewail the Deſo- 
lation of its Cities, the Death of its Children, and the loſs 
of what the Tyranny of its Government as left it remain- 
ing: I cannot forbear wiſhing i a Recovery of Reaſon and 
Courage. Of Reaſon, that ſo it may apprehend that the Pri- 
viledges of the People do not ſuffer any Preſcription, and do 
not periſh by the. Uſurpation of the Princes, and that thus an 
Age or two of Tyranny do not take away the Right of reco- 
vering its Liberty. Of Courage, that ſo it may lay hold on 
the preſent Circumſtances, the molt propitious that ever were 
for reducing the Government of the Realm to its Ancient 
Form, and: to caſt off the Yoak of this Defpotick Power, ac- 
cording, to which the French are treated with a-harſhnefs un. 
known to all people who live under Chritzan Princes. . With 
the Intereſt of the People I cannot forbear cdnlidering the In- 
tereſt of the Prince, lawful Heir tro the Throne, to whom 

the 


1. Memorial. 5 


th: Court is going to leave a Skeietoa of a Ringtom, and an 
imaginary Crown. That Prince In the Campugie- 0: Fa..l, 5- 
buwerg ſhew'd himſelf not only brave and p: udnt, wat fri of 
good Narure : He now groans at the Infcriai Parvaricies that 
are exerciſed in the ſame places where he h-d exerciicd fo 
much Humanity ; and we are afſared that tie will maca ra- 
ther chooſe to Reign as a Father under the ancient Laws of 
the Kingdom, than to command as a Tyrgut that fets himicl 
above the Laws. Wherefore my Deltgn is to pertorm theſe 
Four things in this Tract. 1. To ſhew the Oppreſtion aid 
Tyranny under which all the Orders of France do groan, and 
the Miſery they are reduc'd to under a Defpotick power. 
2. To conſider in the ſecond place, by what means the Courc 
of France eſtabliſhes its Yoak, and now upholds its abſolute 
Power, and the Abaſe it makes of it. 3. We ſhall ſee how 
mach the preieat Government of Fraxce is different from that 
under which the Monarchy was founded, and wherein it ſub- 
fiited ſw many Ages. 4. And laſtly, We ſhall examine by 
what M:ans the favourable Circamitances of the preſent time 
may be improv'd for the reducing the Monarchy to its Ancient. 
Government. 

For the underſtanding how great the Oppreſlion is which 
France groans under, we have only to conlider the Scituation 
of the Parts which compoſe the State. The Church is cercain- 
ly the Firſt, the Nobleſt,and that which has ever retaingd the 
egreateſt Priviledges, and the molt of Liberty. Bur now in 
France the Church is ſubjected ro the: Tyranny of the Go- 
ycrnment, as well as all the reſt » The French Kings have 
made themſelves Popes, Adufti's, Hizh Prieſts, and abſolntc 
Princes over Sacred things ;. the Name of Papal Dignity and 
its Authority, are now there no more than meer Phantomes. 
The Prieſts of Jeſ#s Chrift are Slaves, the Holy Houſes and 
conſecrated to God, are expos'd to the Furies of the Sonldi- 
ery ; Faith ir-ſelf, and the Myſteries, depend abſolutely on the 
Sovereign's 'Wiil, To render this fenlible, I will not go far 
back ; It is ſufficient to ſet before our Eyes what has pals'd 
in our dayes, and in our own Remembrance. I.et's call to 
mind, for Example, atter what mannes thy. Aifuir of the Five 
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Propoſitions of Fanſerius has been handled. The Court of 
/"rai:ce cans'd that Controverlie to be defin'd at Rome as it 
pies'd, after which there is no ſort of Violence but which 
IT com _ and exercis'd for the ſubjcfting the Diſciples 
of .St, Avguſiize to the Deciſions it hzd by ſurprize obtain'd 
from ths Court of Rome, It's well knowa what a roltle the 
Eo: m—— y occalion'd ; how the Court caus'd a Form of Oath to 
hs made, by which-Peoplc acknowledg'd, not only that the five 
Propolt tions were” Heretica :|, but that they were in Janſen ; 
that is to iay, that the Court would necds then have the Pope 
to be infellivie, not only in matters of Right, but in matters 
of Fatt ;*and all thoſe who would not £0 7 along with this Cur- 
1c2t were depriv'd of their- Benchccs, drove - away, baniſh'd, 
pinng'd into darxfome Priſons : Above ut of the DoQtors 
9: So-bamne weie turn'd out, exil'd and confin?d ; the Houſes of 
the Religions Maids that would noCobey, ſuffer d Violence, and 
vere Ciipers'd. It is now Forty Years that the Court has 
Cotions this Perſecution, and ſtijl at this day a valt num- 
bzr of Holy Prieſts are in Exile, in Prifons and Sufferings, 
for that they will not renounce the Grace of Jeſus Chi iſt effica- 
c19us by itſelf. -Is this an Aﬀeair tor the Court te intermeddle 
withall? is it not extending its Empire f:rther than that 
of God, which in things which are not of a ſovereign neceſſi- 
ty would: huve us mntually bear with one another ? at leaſt 
it is 2-matter to he left to the Church to Giſpatch, it is pure- 
ly of its Reſort ; wherefore in this Caſe there onght rot to be? 
employ'd either [Impriſoaments, or Baniſhment, -or Violence, 
or Royal Authority. - 
Aiter the AiFair of the five Propoſitions 1s come that of the 
Reridlias it is a Right by which the Frexch Kings freter,d to 
FO of recciving the Fruits of vacant Biſhopricks, and 
19 leþply, daring the Vacancy, all the Bzncfices and Curcs 
of Is that fall vac-nt, 2nd which are at the Biſhops 
Nomination: The Aﬀ-ir ſeemd to have heen regulz-ied 
;n ihe Gencral Council of Zzars wherein it was ſorhidden 
ts extend ths Prozhie over fuch Biſno;.ricks where that Right, 
120 not been betore oy Several Biſhops of France ena 
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ſelf of ſubj:fting them all to this Yoke. The Eiſtops of Ar 
2nd Pamiers, two of the molt Holy Men of ther Age, would 
not give way to the unjuſt Decrees and Acts which the K:-2z 
cauſed to Paſs in his Councih, where he was jJ:Cge ard Pir- 
ty, ina Matter that ought to Cepend on the Hoy See or « 
Council ; and becauſe that theſe holy Biſhops adurels d them- 
ſelves to the Holy See, that ſo þue Pops might empioy £13 
Authority in maintenance of the Priviledges of the Church, ir 
is palt all expreſſing, what cruel Perlecutions the two Church- 
es of Al#t aid Pamnicrs were expoſed to: Ihe Biſhops and 
Chapters were deprived of their Temporz!ty,. of Patrimoni- 
al Goods and Eſtates, and the Canons and Biſhops were 
ſeiz'd; and thus they were reduced to the urmolt Poverty, 
and this with ſo much Inhumanity, that their Friends were not 
allow'd to give them Alms ; they have becn baniſhed into, 
and confin'd to- Defarts, they have been Imprilon'd, men2- 


ced with, and con&mn't to the ſeverelt Deaths ; inſfomnchve 


that the Court caus'd an AQt or Sentence to pals in the Par- 
liament of Tholouſe, which condemns one of the great Vicars 
of Pamiers to have his Ecad ſtruck off by the hand of the 
Executioner, which was accordingly executed upon his Efft- 
gies, for that they could not ſeize on his Perſon ; All ſuch as 
had any ties of Kindred or Friendſhip with thoſe two Biſhops, 
their great Vicars, their Canogs or Officers, were treated 
in like manner ; they have been banifi'd to the fartheſt parts 
of the Kingdom, or thrown into Priſons, where they {til} 
ſuffer the mrmoſt4ndignitics and extreamelt milerics. 

The King «to have a boundlets Empire over the . Church, 
after having eſtabliſ'd his Power over the Biſhops, would 
needs extend” it over all Religious Houſes. It's well known 
that there were many that ſtill retain'd the Priviledge thr 
was formerly common to alt the Societies of, Men and \Vo- 
men, Which was that of reſpeQively chooling Superiours of 
the Sex of each reipettive Honſc ; whereas 12w the Supe i- 
ours of either Sex muſt be appouited by the Court, that is 
having its Creatures every whexe, it may reign cvery where : 
And as it takes to its felf the Power of placing Superions 
throughout, it recalls and changes them at pleature, that fo 
the 


” — - ——— ——_—__— 
- — _ —_ _ 
— > = 


8 The Siahs of France 1m S!avery. 


the Slavery may be to the Sovereign degree, and that no Perſon 
may be any longer permitted todo his Duty towards God, ſave a3 
far forth as ſhall be plealing to the King. It is in conſequence 
of this Reſolution that the Maidens of Saine Claire have been 
Perſecuted, they being called Vrbariſts ;, as allo the Houſe of 
Chironni, and of the Order of Clyeni ; in all theſe Houſes have 
been introduced with the ugmoſt violence Superiours of boths 
ſexes at the King's Nomination ; the Doors have- been broke 
open, the molt ſacred SanCQtuaries violated, the Nuns have +» 
been taken away by force, they have been baniſlfd, impri- 
priion'd, and-made to ſuffer all forts of miſchiefs. The Ab- 
by of Cluany, which is a religious Order, had always retain'd 
the Priviledge of elefting its own Abbots, bur' it has been 
jadz'd expedient not to have any regard to a Priviledge as 
ancient as the Order it ſelf: The Court has annull'd the 
|; Eic&tion which the Religious had made of an Abbot regular, 
»nd of Authority, the Abby has been giFen to the, Cardinal 
a2 Bouillos, that ſo the Court might have there a Slave to be the 
Tyrant of the Order,- and anſwer for it to the Court. If 
things have turn'd otherwiſe, and if the Cardinal of Boaillon 
has not prov'd a Friend of the preſent Government, this 
renders not «the Violence the leſs great. ' 

Becauſe that there is of the Temporal in Benefices, Princes 
have at leaſt ſome pretext to.aim at being Malters of the Col. 
lation ; but the King, without any ſhadow of pretext has 
render'd himſelf abſolute Maſter of what is moſt ſpiritual 
in the Church. At preſent the Faith of the Church depends on 
the Princes Authority. He cauſes to be held before his Eyes, and 
in his Aerropolss, tumultuous Aſſemblies, compos'd of *his own 
Creatures, and of Court Biſhops ; ther&in he cauſes"to be de- 
cided, with full Authority, the niceſt and moſt important 
matters. He ſubmits the Pope to the Council, he deprives him 
of the Power of Excommunicating Kings ; he declares that 
ie is ſubjs& to Errour ; he backs theſe temerarious Deciſions 
with his own Royal Declarations; and if any one dares to 
own that he does not ſubmit his Judgment to theſe Deciſions, 
he is the object of the moſt cruel Perſecution that can be ima. 
gin'd ; he is to expect Impriſonment, Baniſhment, and Death 
it (cit. The 
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The Worl: has ever look'd upon the Authority of elta- 
bliſhing new Orders, and of ruining thoſe that are citabliſha d, 
as a Right annex'd to the Holy See : But the King has pur 
himſelf in poſſeſſion of that Righ. Ir is univeriaily Known 
how the Maidens de Þ Enfaxce were ellabliſh'd ac 7. 9ouje, 
under the DireQtion of Madam de Aeordoutilte, ard by the 
Pope's permiſſion : Now for that the Directors of that hoate 
were ſuſpected of being of the number of thote called Jaſe- 
its, the Houſes of that Order have been ruin d, the Abbels 
taken up and confin'd in the Houſe of the Hoſpiralieres, near 
two hundred Maids of the Erfance turn'd out of their Hou- 
ſes, pulld from thcir SaaCtuaries by Soldiers and Serjeauts, 
and reduc'd to the utmoſt extremities. 

if any thing be of _— of the Church, it is 
indubitable that the Verſions of the Holy Writ are of 
that kind. The Word of God is the Milk of that Mother 
with which ſhe nouriſhes her Children; it is for her to di- 
ſpenſe it according to her Wiſdom, and according to Neceſli- 
ties: Nevertheleſs the French Court has taken upo it, to regus 
late our LeCtures and our private Devotions ; becauſe tha 
the Verſion of Afors comes from Perſons who are no Friends 
of the Court, though they be moſt Carholick; that Verſion 
muſt needs be empoyſon'd, that the Dofrine of Heaven muſt 
needs be become dangerous ; by the King's Authority the Pub- 
lication and Reading of it are forbidden upon the utmolt Pe- 
nalties. The ſame Courſe is taken with all other Books of 
Picty and Religion : it is ſufficient that they have been com- 
piled by DoCtors hated by the Court to render them bad ; 
they are forbidden entrance into the Kingdom, the Intendants 
that ſuffer them to come in are diſgraced, and the Eccle- 
fiaſticks who receive them are condemned to perpetual Im- 
priſonments, wherein the loſs of Liberty is the lealt evil they 
are made to ſuffer. 

When it pleaſes the King to fall out with the Pope, and 
appeal from his juſteſt Proceedings, the Gallican Church muſt 
adhere to this Revolt : All Biſnops, Chapters, Univerſities, 
Religious Houſes, as well Men as Women, are oblidg'd there- 
gnto ; Orders are ſent then to conform to the King's Will, 
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and to fign them ; if they are wanting therein, they are ſure 


to mcct with the ſevereſt Paniſhments: is not this the ut- 
molt Violencs; znd where is the freedom of the Church, and 
of Suffrages ! 

But what is all this in compariſon of what the Church has 
bzzn1 obliz?d to do in the Perſecution that has been excitcd 
2g2inſt the Czlvinifts ? 1 ſay nothing of that Perſecution ir 
ſelf; the King will quickly ſee all he has gain*d by this Con- 
duCt; it has already coft the King of Ezz/azd his Crown. 
This it is that has drawn upon France the molt horrible 
Tempeſt that was ever form'd : The Church is, doubtleſs, 
concern'd in theſe troubles, not only as a Member of the 
State, but becauſe in its own particular it runs a riſque of 
ſuffering much, leaving however this apart, what reaſon has 
it not to complain of the Violence that has been done to it : 
It is conſtrain'd to receive thoſe whom it ought to look up- 
on as Doggs and Swine in the Lords Flock; it is forced to 
prophane the moſt ſacred Myſteries, by expoling them to the 
ſight of the Incredulous; it is compell'd, which creates a 
horrour to ſay and think, to expoſe the precious Body 
of its Savionr to the greateſt of all Outrages. The Church 
is conſtrain'd to grant Communion to People who make pro- 
teſſion of abominating our Myſterics: Who is it thag does 
this? It is the King, the King will have it ſo; and accord- 
mmgly Orders are given to the Biſhops, and wherever they 
are not executed, the Eccleſiaſticks are in the Diſgrace of 
the Court. The Calwiniſts have juſt occalion to complain of 
theſe Violences ; but the Gallican Church has ſtill more rea- 
{on : The Calvinits communicate againſt their Wills in kinds 
which they only look upon as Bread and Wine, and thus 
they only prophane the ſymbols ; but the Church is oblig'd 
to prophane the Fleſh and Blood of its Saviour, and cauſe 
them to be eaten by the Prophane ; this is certainly the ut- 
moſt Violence, and a ſovereign Impiety : Is this an Aﬀair 
within the juriſdiftion of a temporal Prince ? Ought not the 
Pope to be conſulted upon the means of the Converſion of 
the Calvimſts ? Ought it not to be known of Him whether 
according to. the Cannons it is allowable to force Hereticks 
LO 
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to aſſiſt at the Celebration of the 3iaifs ? Onzht it not like- 
wiſe to be known of-him, whether i: bs converie!t to force 
to the Communion Peopie not periwaded ? Inſtead of this, 
the King of his own Authority decides the niceit Catics of 
Conſcience, without conſulting other than one Contcllor .1d 
ſome Conrt-Biſhops, and conliitrains the whole Galleon Church 
to ſubmit to his Deciſions. If this be not oypreſſinz the 
Church, I underſtand nothing of the marter : And atter this 
it is taken ill, that the Pope does not cauſe his Palace to ring 
with Halleluyjahs, and that he looks with ſo much ſndifference 
upon the Converiions made without his Authority, and «gainſt 
the Laws of the Church. 

Laſtly, To be perſwaded of the Oppreſſion which the 
Gallican Church ſuffers, there needs no more than to calt 
our eyes about. We ſhall ſee the Priſons are full of Prieſts, 
that ſeveral of them ſuffer extream miſeries in the Priſons, 
that ſeveral are dead in them, of Hunger, Cold, and all forts 
Calamities. We ought to conſider the ſad Eſtate and abje& 
Scituation wherein are all the Lower Ecclefiaſticks. The 
King raiſes Taxes under the name of Graturous Giits upon 
the Clergy, which drain them, and render them miſerable. 
The truth 1s, that the Biſhops, and all thoſe who hold great 
Benefices, find means to get from under this great Burden ; 
but it becomes but the heavier to the Lower Clergy : The 
Curats bear the Burden ; the Tenths are augmented : And 
many have not the Quarter-part of what belongs to them, for 
the maintaining themſelves in a Condition of doing Ho- 
nour to the Church, but are to pay a great ſhare of their 
little Benefices to the King. This occaſions the Curats to be 
poor, and wretched, and deſpiſed. Formerly all was Sacred 
in the Church, both Goods, Eſtates and Perſons ; none dar'd 
to touch any thing that belonged to it, without incurring Ex- 
communication. There was, doubtleſs, a great deal of Exceſs 
in theſe Immunities, extended too far : But now Afﬀairs are 
puſh'd into another Extremity ; now neither any Charafter 
or Azylum 18 inviolable : Tyranny ſubdues all. 

Parliaments are the moſt Anguſt part of the State, they 
are naturally the Temples of Jultice, the SanCuaries and the 
B 2 Pre 
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ProteCors of Perſecuted Innocence : We ſha!) hereafter ſe 
what their Priviledzes were formerly, Now a dayes they 
ire Companies without Authority, and almol: without Ho- 
noor; by reaſon of the baſenefs and Injuitice they are obliged 
10 commit, to pleaſe the Conrr. Daily the King not only 
nulls the Decrees and Sentences of the Soveraign Courts, but 
he forces their Opinions : Now there is no longer any Code, 
or Dizeſt, or Cuitom; Letters under the Privy Signet make 
all the French Law and Right : However unjaſt a procedure 
may be, it is ſufficient thar it pleaſes. the Court to be Autho- 
rized, The Parliament of Par was formerly a Bu!lwark 
againſt Tyranny ; now it 15 the chief Inftrument of it: Ir 
muſt verifie al} the Edits, the moſt cruel, and the moſt op- 
Polite to the wezal of the State, to the Liberty and Qi1iet of 
the People: If -it dar*d to make uſe of the Right ir has of 
oppoſing unjuſt Edits and Declarations, it would certainly 
be interdited the next day, and its Members plung'd into 
Dungeons: Inferiour Tribunals are fallen into the ſame fla- 
very ; the Intendants of Provinces deprive them of all their 
Juariſdiftion. They draw before them. all Juſtice ; and when an 
Innocent is to be condemned, the Intendant obtains a Com- 
miſſion from the Court : He culls out of f-vera! Prefidials 
People the molt devoted to the Court, and pronounces ac- 
cording to the Orders he has received from above. Thus, 
properly, do they make a Mock of God and Juſtice : Infor- 
mations are taken, the Judges are made to opine upon an 
Aﬀair already Judg'd, and upon Proceſles that come ready 
done and decided from Yerſailles. Places are made Vendible, 
they ſqueeze Money out of every thing, and by. this means 
Juſtice it ſelf js ſold: The people are ſpent by endleſs pro- 
cedures, and thus all periſh. 

The Nobleſſe. ought to be. the Strength and Ornament of 
the State; certain it is, that formerly it almoſt ſhar*d the 
Soveraignty with the Kings,. as will be made out hereafter. 
And indeed it was then the terrour of all Exrope, and form'd 
the moſt illuſtrious Body in the World : Now it is in a. De- 
jeAtion which renders it the Contempt of the whole Earth. 
It is reduc'd to a ſmall Number, what remains is beggarly 
and 
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nd miſerable: The foo!ih Expence which Fins hive not 
taken care to regulate, may partly be the Czuie of this Dif- 
order : Bat the Oppreſiion and Tyranny of the Government 
have occaſion'd it much more. This Nol!efs hzd formerly 
great Privitedges, now It 13 reduc'd to extremity 2s well as 
rhe relt of the Srate, and the Privitedzes of the Nobles are 
no more than Shadows and Coowebs that skreen them not 
from any thing. Their Farmers and their Lands pay the 
King ſuch exceliive Impolts, that the whole Revenue of the 
Fund is conſumed. U:;der pretext of Remedying ſome Diſor- 
ders, which undonbtedly deferv?d to be micded, Intendants 
tave been ſent into the Provinces, who exerciſe over the No- 
bles an infupportable Einpire, and reduce it to Slavery. Now 
a Gentleman muſt have more than Right to gain bis Proceſs 
againſt a Peaſant. A Serjeant of a Town inſults his Lord, 
and is ſure of beiag protected in all his Violences : The Lands 
and Farmers of Gentlemen far from being protected, are more 
burdened than others. The Gentleman now can no longer 
make any thing ſave of one parcel of Ground in his hards ; 
the relt may be ſaid to be for the King. But alas! there 
are very few Gentlemen that are in this Perplexity thro the 
plurality of Lands; they have hardly one to dwell upon. 
All the ancient Nobles of Frazce are reduced to Beggery. 

In the room of the ancient Nooles, there ſtarts up new. 
Nobles, who derive their Origine from the Favour of the 
Court, and their being employ'd in the Crown Revenues : 
Theſe People purchiſe and poſſeſs a!l the beſt Lands in the 
Kingdom, and exerciſe over the ancient Gentiemen a kind 
of Deſpotick Empire : When they come to ſpend ſome Months 
in the Conntrey, all the ancient Nobles flock in to cringe and. 
creep to them: And many are there of Families that would 
not. formerly have had a Domeſtick of ſo mean a. Birth as 
the new Lord, thiok-themfelves molt happy in that they can 
find room at his Table, to bave the advantage of ſome Meals. 
This it is that has baſtarded the Nobles of France, formerly 
ſo fam'd for their Courage and Bravery. The new Nobles 
have not deriv'd from their Anceſtors the Blood that makes 
Courage, and the ancient Nobles have loſt it through the Ha- 
bit 
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bit of Slavery, through the Miſery and ſordidneſs wherein 
they are engaged by their preſent Condition. Belides, they 
are ſo lcſſen'd, that in Cantons where were formerly a hun- 
dred Families of Gentlemen, all making Figures, you ſhall not 
now find ten. The reſt arc as it were abyſs'd and ſunk into 
the Earth: And the Government 1s at work to alter the 
Houſes which ſtill ſabliſt, by the means that have ruin'd the 
others. However, it has recourie to thele wretched Nobles 
when the Arriere-ban is to be brought on foot, being one of 
the Means made uſe of to oppreſs it : And the Gentlemen 
muſt furniſh what they have not. 

There are Provinces where a hundred Piſtolls cannot be 
found among the Nobility ; and yet muſt they fit themſelves 
with Arms, Horſes and Servants to march to the Arriercban. 
You may judge how ſuch a Troop can be equipped, and what 
Exploits are to be expected from them. Becauſe that the 
French Nobility in the Kings Minority had manifeſted ſome 
good Intentions for the publick Weal and for Liberty, the 
Court reſolv'd to humble it; and they have done it to ſuch a 
Degree, that never was body in ſo low an eſtate. People 
ought not to flatter themſelves, nought but the change of the 
Government can make the Gentlemen change their Condi- 
tion, and mount anew tlic ancient Nobility to that point of 
Giory it was formerly 1n. 

Not a Kingdom is there wherein there are ſo many great 
and fair Cities as in Fraxce; herein conliſted its ſtrength, 
The Cities formerly did a little ſtand upon their Rights, 
by reaſon they were the Refuge and Retreat of ſuch as were 
willing to withdraw themſelves from the exceſſive Burdens 
of the Impoſts. The greater part of theſe Cities had fair 
Priviiedges, and more eſpecially they enjoy'd exemption from 
Taxes. Wherefore as ſoon as an honeſt Peaſant, or an In- 
habitant of a ſmall City had acquired ſome Subltance by his 
Induſtry, he took Refuge in a tree Town, there to preſerve 
what he had acquired. Now there is no Azybum againſt Ty- 
ranny. The Franchizes of the Cities, as well as the Privi- 
ledges of the other Bodies of the State, are no other than 
ſhadows and Names. They are ſtill irce Citics, pay no Taxes, 
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but a thouſerd mens have been contrived to opp reis ard 
raine them. Great Cities had Revennes, they 2zu 1n hand 
the Funds of fundry Individuals whoſe Credit they did not 
{411 of, and when they were obliged to extraordinary Expen- 
ces, they met with no difficulty in finding our Moncy, becauſe 
thzr the Town-houſes pun@vally paid their Rents by the 
Means of the * Denters & Oftroy which they | 

enjoy'd, and by the power they had of im- * Mong nhich fere- 
poling upon their Citizens mal] Taxes for - "qty in 
the Maintenance of the Publick. The King Sn Pg peo 
has ſeized on all their Moneys or Deniers Gras {i011 Kings. 
a” Octroy : He has taken all the Revennes 

from the Town-houſes : The ladividuals are not paid, ſome- 
thing is yearly retrench'd from them, and -in ſhort, all is re- 
duc'd to nothing. Ir 1s not to be reckon'd how many Indivi- 
duals are became ruin'd and put hard to it by theſe mcans. 
The Cities have intircly loſt their Credit; they muſt periſh 
ſooner than be able to borrow the ſmalleſt ſumm ; becauſe 
all that ſhould be lent to them would be look'd upon as 
loſt. The Cities pay no Taxes, but the Court requires of 
them, Subliltances, Winter-quarters, gratuitous Gifts : They 
raiſe les Ayzes; Impoits are laid upon Wine, Corn, the 
Mark of Money, and of Tynne, upon Tobacco, Paper, 
Executions of Judgements, Salt, the Chaces of Citics ard 
Eſtates. The preſent Government has made a mighty clut- 
ter about, and challenges great Honour to it ſelf for having 
better'd the Commerce of France. The late M. Colbert took 
zreat pains about it : In order to it he cauſed an Eaſft- India 
Comyany to he ereCtted ; fer up Manufactures of Cloaths, Bar- 
cacans, Chamlets, and other foreign Stuffs; that ſo we might 
find in France all'we ſhould have occaiton for, and that our 
Money might not go to Strangers : But this has not leſſened the 
miſery, and Commerce inſtead of augmenting, is annihilated : 
becauſe that Traffick only ſubſiſts in the going about of Money : 
Now the King by the terrible and exceſſive Taxes which he 
nas raiſed upon all Merchandizes, has drawn to himſelf all the 
Money. And thus the ſource of Trade is drain'd : There are 
no ſorts of Rigours and Cruclties but have been exerciſed by 
the 
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the Farmcrs of the Cuſtoms upon Merchants ; a thouſand Ro- 
gueries to find occaſion to make Confiſcations ; Merchandizes 
unjuſtly ſeized, ſpoiled, and are conſumed. Belides this, cer- 
tain Merchants through the Courts favour have monopolized 
Trade, and procur'd certain Priviledges to exclude all others 
thence, which has ruincd an infinite number of people : And in 
fine, the Prohibition of Foreign Commodities far from having 
redounded to the advantage of Traffick, has,:on the contrary, 
ruinfd it. It is not conſidered that Money 1s the Soul of Com- 
merce, ard that the life of Money 1s in Motion. Commerce is 
only foſtered by the paſſing of Money from one Countrey to 
another. We ſend our Corn, our Wines, our ManufaCtures to 
Foreigners, they ſend us Salt-fiſh, Spices, and their Stuffs, and 
Money rolls by this means. We have taught Strangers a Sccret 
which they make uſe of to our Ruine : We mult needs be with- 
out their Woollen-ſtuffes, they have found the means to ſet 
up Silk ManufaCtures, and to imitate our Stuffes ; which is the 
occaſion that Commerce is utterly ruined, and that of ſeven or 
eight thouſand Trades that work'd at Tours, there are not now 
above Eight or nine hundred : And all this through the Deſpotick 
and ſoveraign ſway that values it ſelf upon doing all according to 
its Fancy, upon giving a new train to every thing, and reform- 
ing all things with an abſolute Power. The Perſecution of the 
Hupuenots, another Effect of this Tyrannick Power, has put the 
Jaſt hand to the » »f Commerce: Becauſe that thoſe People 


were excluded ffices, they apply'd themſelves wholly 
to Trade, tr: na Corn, Wines and ManufaQtures : Now 
the Perſecuti nas been exercis'd againſt them, has oblig'd 
them to be go 1c as for what Money there was in the hands 
of Huguenot  * © Cs, they found it much more eaſie than 
others to wi s And in going away, they have carried 
out of the '» n immenſe ſumms, which have drawn 
dry ithe Fount. Commerce ; ſuch as ſtaid, have ſhut up 


their Purſes, they . ade no longer, they think to ſettle matters 
by little and little in order to be gone. Thus are the Cities 
fall'n into miſery by the Tyranny of the Government, as well 
35 the reſt of the Kingdom, 


The End of the Firſt Memorial. 
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Of the Fifteenth of September, 1659. 


Of the Oppreſſion of the People.; of the Exceſſive Im- 
poſts, and of the ill laying owt of the Revenues. 


\ Fter the Oppre/ſion of the Church, of the Nobles, of the 


Parliaments, and the Cities, we mult fee the Oppreſſton 

of the People. It is fitting firſt to underſtand that 
in the preſent Government all is People. Quality, Diſtin&t- 
on, Merit and Birth, are things no longer known. The Royal 
Authority is mounted ſo high, that all Diſtintions vaniſh, 
all Lights are ſwallowed up : For in the Elevation that Mo- 
rarch has attain'd to, af Humane Mortals are but the Duſt of 
his Feet, Thus under the name of the People, Oppreſſion and 
Miſery have been ſpread over the Nobleſt and moſt elevated 
parts of the State, This Opprecſiion of the People is firſt 
occation'd by the prodigious number of Impoſts, and by the 
exceſſive Leavies of Moneys that are made throughout all 
France. The matter of Impoſts and Finances is now a-days 
a SCIENCE in France, and a man mult be very ſhrow and able 
C2 ro 


20 The Siehs of France 1 Slavery. 


to ſpeak of them pertinently: but it is ſufiicient that we ſay what 
we feel of them, and what the Pcopie kno.v of them. There 
is a pcrional Tax, and a real Tax. There is an I.npoſt upon 
Salt, upon Wines, upon Merchandizes, npon Funds, upon 
Rents. This unhappy Age has producd a Volume of Narez, 
moſt of whica were unknown to our Anceltors : or if any 
of thoſe Names were known, they were not odious, by rea- 
ſon of the Moderation with which Trivutes were impos'd 
and laid. Now a thouſand Channels are open'd, throagh 
which the Blood of the Pcople and Suhjefts is drawn, to be 
made to pour into the Abyis of the P: tices iuſaitiable gree- 
dineſs and immoderate Ambition. This is term'd Taille, Ga. 
belle, Aydes, Domaines , Donanes , I allen, Subſiſtcuce, Winter 
quarters, Garriſons, Marks of Silver and Tinre, Law ; Paper, Franc- 
feille, Impoſt upon Tobacco, Controole des Fxploits, Grife des Af-- 
firmations, Ayzez, Francfiefs, Enquiries by the Courts of Juſtice, 
Duties upon Wood, Entrenens de Turfies and Levies, Duties upon 
Water and Foreſts, Ban and Arriereban, whence there 1s ny Re- 
demption ſave by paying ,, Farties Caſutlles , Sales of Offices of 
Juſtice, Policy ana Financy, Creation of ntv Rents, creation of 
zew Offices, Polette, Finances for the preparation of Places, Taxes 
pon thoſe that have manaz'd the Kings Affairs; and an infi- 
Nite- number of others that do not occurre to our Memory ; 
or which perhaps we know not, they being liitle known fave 
by thoſe that are concern'd in them. And it 1s of 10 uie for 
my Intention, to make known to you the particulars of 
thoſe- Impolts, for the making, you ſenſihle of their [njuſtice 
and Weight. It is ſufficient for the ſcope we have propoſed 
to our ſelves, to make known to you the horridle Oppreſſt- 
on of thoſe Impoſts. 

1. By the Immenſe Svmms that are cxacted, 

2. By the violence and excelles that are committed in 
Talling them. 

3. By the ill Uſe that is made of them. 

4. And laſtly, by the Miſery the People are reduced to. 

Firſt, Dear and unhappy Countreymen, you muſt know, 
that the Impoſts which are exaCted of you, do poſiibly 
make up a greater ſumm than that which all the Princes 

op! 
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of E:rore together Co derive from their Dominions. It is 
certain that France pays two hundred Militons 1n Impoſts, 
near three quarters whereof go into the King's Coflers, and 
the relt gocs for the Charges of the gatherinz, for the Far- 
mers, for the Officers, for the Guards, for the Reccivers, 
for the gains of the Financiers, and to ere new Fortunes, 
which are almoſt made in a day. For the railing the bare 
lmpoſt on Salt,. there is a valt Army of Officers znd Arch- 
ers: Now I lay it down as matter of Fact, and which 1 
would prove at the peril of my Life, that all the Kings 
ef Spain, England, Sweden, Denmark, the Emperor, all the 
Princes of Germany and 7raly, the Republicks of Yenice and 
H1l{2d, out of time of War do not derive from their Do- 
minions two hundred Militons of ordinary Tribute ; the 
thing is notorious, and, I fancy that no body calls it in 
queſtion. I beſcech you to have attention to this, and ex- 
amine whether ever prodigy of Tyranny proceeded fo far : 
Now on the other tide there is no ſaying that France is 
as large as the reſt of Europe, for it makes but the tenth 
part of it 3 nor is it to be ſaid that it is a ſign of its 
Wealth, for France has its fandy Grounds and its Deſarts 
as well as other Countries ; it has very good and very fer- 
tile Cantons, but other Countries have alſo the like; it has 
nothing that comes near the fertility of Flanders, and of 
Holland, or of Hungary; it has fewer uncultivated Lands 
than Spain, it has full 2s many as Germany and Jtaly : thus 
there 1s no other cauſe of thoſe immenſe Revenues of the 
Crown than the Violence and Tyranny of the Government ; 
this is a ſenſible proof of it, and againſt which nothing 
can be anſwer'd., The Court does annually exa@t of the 
Realm, poſſibly four . or five times more than there is 
Money in Commerce ; and if the Treaſury had all at 
once, all that is drawn from the State, there would 
not be ſo mach as one fingle Penny in the reſt of the 
Kinzdom : Thus all the Money in Frazce muſt paſs four 
or five times at lcaſt through the Hands of the King's 
Oſncers. 
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If the Tyranny is evident and clear, in the immenſe 
ſamms which are raiſed upon #raxce, it is no leſs ſo in 
the manner of railing them. People hive eſtabliſh'd Kings 
tor the pretervation of the P-rfons, Lives, Liberties and 
Goods ot individuals; but the Government of France js 
mounted to that excets of Tyranny, that now the Prince 
looks upon all as belongtng to him in Property : He impo- 
ies Trivoate, and tach as he pleaſes, without conſulting ei- 
Lncr the People, or Grandees, or Sta'es, or Parli:ments. 
I am going to tell you a thing which 1s certain, which a 
thouſand Peonie know, though molt of our French-men are 
1znorant of it: Under the Miniſtry ot Monſieur. Colbert it 
vas had in Conlaltation whether the King ſhould not pur 
himſelf in actual Poſſeſſion of all the Funds, and all the 
Lands of France, and whether they ſhouid not all be re- 
Gaced inco Royal Demetne, to be enjoyed and ſcttled on 
whom the Court ſhould think convenicut, without having 
rezard either to ancient Pollcfiion, or to Inheritance, or to 
other Rights, jult as the Aabomeran Princes of Tarkey, Perſia, 
and Mogul!, have made themſelves Maſters in Property 
of all Funds, and the Poſleſſion of which they give to 
whom they think fitting, but only tor Lite : Monſicur Col- 

bert ſeat for a * famous Traveller, who had ſpent 

2--n;er, ſeveral Years in the Eaſtern Courts, and examin®d 
him a Jong time about the manner of adminiſtring 

thoſe Eſtates ; and this induc'd the Traveller to publiſh a 
Letter directed ro that Miailter, wherein he endeavours to 
(hew that this Uiihappy Tyranny is the Cauſe that the 
finelt Countries In the Eaſt are become Delarts; no Body 
any longer polletles any Fund in Property, wherefore no 
Body any longer thinks of improving them ; they draw 
tron them as much as they can; they exhault them, as 
Knowing they only poilets them during Life; nay, and this 
is the occalion that Men marry very little, have only Con- 
Cabines, and ſcatter themſelves in a thoutand dirty barren 
Preatures, Lecauie they have It not at heart to raite up 
Families, t9 which they have nothing to leave. See, | be- 
Cc you, to what a pals you ate cone, and under whit 
Govern 
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Government you live z when there ſhall come an ACmini- 
{trator of the Finances, that ſhall be a degree bolder than 
was Monliear Colbert ; all your Inheritances will be wrelted 
irom you in one day, you will become Farmers, and pay 
to your Prince the rent of all your Properties. The main 
of the thing is already done; already 1s tne Prince periwa- 
ded that he has a right to do this ; the Conliderations of 
Conſcience are already annihilated, he has only been de- 
tain'd by reaſons of State : Be aſſured that Reaſous of State 
are not eternal Truths, and that they charge when occa- 
lion offers. 


How many Exceſſcs and Violences are there committed in 
the Leavy of the Impoſts ? the ſmalleit Collector of the Ex- 
ciſc is a facred Perſon, has an abſolute Power over Gentle- 
men, over the Members of Juſtice, and over all the People ; 
one blow given is capable of ruining the molt potent ot Sub- 
jects: They take away out of houſes, Moveables, Cattel, Mo- 
ney, Corn, Wine, and all that is found. The Priſons are 
full of miſerable Wretches, rhat are oblidg'd to anſwer for 
i1umms which they have impos'd upon other Wretches that 
cannot pay what is exaCted of them. Nothing is more harſt 
and cruel than the Impolt upon Salt : People are made to 
pay ten or twelve Pence the Pound, for a thing which Nature, 
the Sun and the Seca gives us for nothing, aud which might 
be had for a Farthing. Under colour of railing the Dues 
upon Salt, the Kingdom is cover*'d with a valt Army of 
Villains, call'd, Archers de la Gabclle, who go into Houfes 
with Authority, break into the moit ſecret Places, and fail 
not of finding talſe. Szlt, wherever they think Money may 
be tound ; the poor Wretches are fined immenſe fumms, they 
are forc'd to rot in Priſons, F2milies are rvin'd. Salt 1s 
impos'd in moſt xlaces, and each Family 1s forc'd to take 
thice times more then it can ſpend. In Countreys border- 
ivy upou tle $5, they will rot ſufter the poor Peaſunt to 
carry away the Sea-water, they break his Pitcher, beat the 
Pconie, ard imprifon them. In a word, there is no ſort of 
Violence 
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Violence but is thereby committed, as well as by raiſing the 
other Impoſts, which is perform'd with horrible Charges, 
ſeizures of the Fruits, Impriſonimeats, Pleas before the Com- 
miſſioners and Court of Aids, Expenccs that exceed the Prin- 
cipal : They put into the hands oi the Rabble the means of 
revenging themſelves on their Enemies, and of mortifying 
Pcople of faſhion. A Collector 1mpoles upon a Man a Tax 
twice or thrice beyond his Revenue : Now what Remedy ? 
You muſt pay by Proviſion three or tour hundred Crowns, 
to which a Man is taxed, who does not poſlcis the moiety of 
that Revenue; afterwards you are to look for your remedy, 
that is to ſay, mount from Bar to Bar unto the ſovereign 
Court, plead three or four Years, ſpend in Law three times 
as mach as the Principal is worth, and at the end of all this 
get nothing ; for they who manage the King's Aﬀairs, and 
look after his Dues, have always reaſon, and are always in 
the right. France is one of the Countries in the World the 
moſt abounding in Wine, and this was formerly its Wealth, 
but is now its Poverty : The Impoſts upon Wines ( as well 
Wines that are tranſported as thoſe that ſtay at home) are 
ſo great, that they almoſt ſwallow up all, and the Proprie- 
tor has nothing. 


Thus is all France reduc*d to the utmoſt Poverty. In the 
former Reigns, that is to ſay, ſince the Miniſtry of Cardi- 
nal Richelies, and under that of Cardinal Maxzarine, France 
was already lozden with great Impoſts, but the manner of 
raiſing them, though it was very juſt, yet did much leſs ex- 
hauſt the Kingdom than the manner of raiſing them now : 
At that time Crcdit and Protettion had room ; the Gentle. 
man that had Credit proteCted his Pariſh, and eſpecially his 
Farmers, and caus'd their Taxes to be diminiſh'd : The great 
Lord ſcreen'd his Vaſlals from Oppreſlion ; the Judge and the 
Magiſtrate had his People whom he upheld ; few rich Perſons 
were there but made Friends to ſhelter themſelves from Op- 
preſſion. 'Thus the whole burden fell upon People withour 
Protection, and without Friends, who indeed were utterly 


miſerablc. 
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miſerable : But at leaſt there remained in the Kingdom a 
vaſt number of People who were at their eaſe, and who 
did Honour to the State : The preſent Government has 
ſucceeded that ; Monſieur Colberr has made a Proje@ of 
Reformation of the Finances, and has cauſed it to be cxe- 
cuted with the utmoſt rigour : But wherein does this Re- 
formation conſiſt? It is not to leſſen the Impolits for the 
eaſe of the People? it is in augmenting them very much, 
by ſpreading them over. all thoſe that formerly put them- 
ſelves under cover by their own Credit, and that of their 
Friends. The Gentleman has no longer any Credit to ob- 
tain the diminution of the Tax to his Pariſh, his Farmers 
pay as well as others, and more. The Officers of Juſtice, 
Lords, and other Perſons of Chara@ter, have now no long- 
er any Credit, to the Prejudice of the King's Revenue ; 
all pays, this is a mighty Ayr, a mighty ſhew of Juſtice : 
But what has this fair Juſtice produc'd ? It has ruin'd all 
People : The Wretches whom the Impoſts have ruin'd in 
the former Years have been diſcharg'd, but that diſcharge 
can in no wiſe contribute to the raiſing them up again ; 
they have now nothing left, and of nothing nothing comes. 
And beſides the burdens that have been left upon them, 
though ſomething leſs, are more than ſufficient to hinder 
them from getting up again. In the mean while, thoſe 
who had ProteCtion, having no longer any, they bear the 
burden in their turns, and by this means all is ruined 
without exception. Thus you ſee to what that great 
ſhrewdneſs in Finances does redound, that was ſo much 
boaſted of in the late Monſieur Colbert : He has augmented 
the King's Revenues above the half. 

Firſt, He has augmented the Impolts. 

Secondly, He has aſlign'd the raifing of them upon all 
People that were at their eaſe in the Kingdom. And, 

Finally, He has retrench'd the great Gains of the Finan- 
ciers: He has ſtretch'd the King's Farms to the utmoſt ex- 
tremity : They who take up the King's Dues, have nothing 
more left to gain by, thoſe Spunges are ſqueez'd dry. 

D Much 


Als 1he Sirhs of France in 6/avery, 
Mach the ſame Method did we utc to make People of Bu- 
ſineſs difyorge ail they had got in the former Miniltry. 
Courts of Jaſtice have been creed, wherein the ſuperin- 
tendant Foxcquet, as alſo all Tntendants of the Finances, 
Treaturers of the' Exchequer, 7rarans, Farmers, Receivers, 
even to peity Clarks, are m:de to come to an Account ; 
They have been made to reitore all they had taken, nay, ard 
all they had not tzken, with uaheard of Violences and In- 
jallice ; The only 'Jiitice there has been in this Proſecu- 
tion, - 13, that thoſe Genti:rm:n who had done great In- 
jaſtices to private Perſons 2rd other Individuals, have run 
the - Gauntlet of the ſame Injaſtice, under the King and 
Governments Authority. Thus do they exa@t and raiſe 
Impoſts ; if this be not the utmoſt Tyranny, I muſt own 
that I underſtand nothing of the matter. 


After this if we-conſider the uſe that has been . made of 
thoſe immenſe Summs that are leavied with ſo many Ex- 
ceſſes and Exattions, we ſhall therein alſo ſee all the Cha- 
raters of Oppreſſjon and Tyranny. It ſometimes happens 
that Princes and Sovereigns make Leavies that ſeem exceſlive, 
and which indeed do extreamly incommode individuals : 
But this is when they are forced thereunto, by what is call- 
ed the Needs and Neceſlities of the State : There is no ſuch 
like thing in France ; there 1s neither Needs nor Stare : No 
Srate: Formerly the State entered every where, nought elſe 
was diſcours'd of ſave the Intereſts of the Srzre, of the 
Needs of the Srate, of the Preſervation of the Srate, of the 
Service of the Srare ; to ſpeak ſo now a-dayes, would li- 
terally be accounted a Crime of High Treaſon. The King 
has taken the Place of the State : Ir is for the Kizo's Ser- 
vice, it is the King's Intereſt, it is for the Preſervation cf 
the King's Provinces and Revenues. In ſhort, the Kirg is 
all, and the State is no longer any thing ; and theſe arc 
not only words and terms, they ,are realities. At the 
French Court there is now no other Intereſt known than 
the Kings Perſonal Intereſt, that is to ſay, His Grandeur and 
bis 
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his Glory : This is the Idol to which are facrific'd Princes, 
Grandees, the Little, Families, Provinces, Cities, Finances, 
and generally all. Thus It is not for the good of the State 
that theſe horrible exaCtions are made, for there is no long- 
er wn thing of the State, nor 1s it for Needs ; for France 
never had fewer, excepting within theſe few Months , for 
theſe thirty Years it had no Enemies , fave ſach 2s it wonld 
by all means Incurr : It might have lived in perfeCt Tranquility, 
All the Powers of Errope that might give it any Umbrage 
were brought low : The Thrones were pollefled either by In- 
fant Princes, or by Sovereigns of a mean Capacity, and of a 
calm, a peaceable humour, exempt from ambition, The Trea- 
ties of 1mſter and of the Pyrenees had extended its Frontiers, 
and had put under cover its antient Provinces by the New 
Countries that had been yielded to it. Never did France ſee 
ſo propitious a time, and fo proper to live happy in, and to 
.become rich and powerful. And on the contrary, never did 
its miſery and flavery mount to ſo high a pitch: Wherefore 
its Money has not been employed in its defence, and in re- 

pelling the Invaſions of the Enemy. 

This Money is only employed in foſtering and ſerving the 
ereateſt Self-love, and the vaſteſt Pride that ever was. lt is 
ſo vaſt an Abyſs, that it would have ſwallowed up not only 
the Wealth of the whole Kingdom, but that of all other States, 
if it could have ſeiz'd it, as it endeavoured todo. The King 
has caus'd more falſe Incenſe to be given him, than al] the 
Demy-gods of the Pagans have had real : Never was Flattery 
puſh'd to ſuch a degree : Never did Man love Praiſes and vain 
glory to the point that Prince has courted it. He foſters in 
his Court and about him a crowd of Flatterers, that enhance 
npon one another : He not only permits the _ 
ereing of * Statues to him, on the foot * The Sratue of the Place 
of which are engraven Blaſphemies to his 7+ Vidtoires, with zhis 
Honor, and below which are fetter'd al 7""#*ion, Viro Im- 

2 mortal. 
the Nations of the World in Chains ; bunt 
he himſelf cauſes himſelf to be put into Gold, Silver, Braſs, 
Copper, Marble, Cloth, _— Paintings s, triump hart Arches, 
, Inicrip- 
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Infcriptions ; He fills all Paris, all his Pallaces, and the 
wanoie Kingdom with his Name and his Deeds; as if 
he had lefr the Alexanders, the Ceſars, and all the He- 
10es of Antiquity a thouſand leagues behind him : And all 
for having ſnapt from a weak and minour Prince, three 
or four Provinces; for having known to- take advantage 
of the Diviſions of the Empite, and of the little Union 
and Urdeſtanding that is between its Members; for having 
ſtript a poor Duke; for having parchasd ſeveral important 
places; for having deſolated half of his own Kingdom by the 
perſecution of Calviniſm. Thus you ſee what the Great- 
neſs of Lewis the great amounts to, It 15 a felf-love of an im- 
menſe greatneſs. And it is that enormous paſſion which de- 
vours {o many Riches, and to which io many Sacrifices are 
made. 


Thus the immenſe Revenues of the Crown are employ'd, 
Firſt in ſumptuous Buildings, for the Kings glory. We ſhall 
never know what Perſailles coſt ; and ſhould we know it 
and fay it, Poſterity would never believe it in the leaſt, It 
coſts nothing to build and eredCt ſtately Piles, with. prodigious 
charges, then pull them down again, to raiſe them up afreſh 
upon a new Platform, iſſuing from the Caprice of an Archi- 
tet coming from God knows where. His Anceſtors were not 
well enough lodged : The Louvre, Fountainbleau, S$. Germain, 
were too ſmall to lodge ſuch a Prince; ſomething greater 
and more magnificent than all this was neceſſary. That the 
Kings Grandeur might appear the more, it was requiſite 
to build that magnificent Pallace in a place dilgrac'd by 
Nature, 2nd bring thither all the Ornaments which it 
was deprivd of, with prodigious Expences. It is a Place 
dry and without Water, and to convey Waters thither 
the face of Nature muſt be chang'd, Valleys be made where 
there were Mountains, Waters railed up to the Clouds, 
the Current of Rivers diverted, Ponds and Lakes made in 
places where there were no. other than ſandy Grounds : 
Who can reckon the Millions of Gold that have been ſpent, 
; and 
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ard the Thouſands of Men that have periſh d tn the bare 
Works of the River of Eure? Is it not a mighty Delight for 
a State that finds irs Veins drain'd to the very laſt drop of its 
Blood, and iis Bowels torn out'of iis Boſom, to ſee them 
employ'd for the erecting Eternal Monuments to the Vanity 
of the Prince ? Will it not be a tolid advantage for the King- 
dom, when ic {ball he one day ſaid that it is a Work of Lews 
tic Great? He has conſum'd therein two or three hundred 
Millions; He has forc'd Nature; He has buricd more Lead 
in the Entrails of the Earth, than is got out of Mines in ſe- 
veral years ; He has ſpared nothing to enrich it with Marbles, 
Guildings, Paintings, rich Movables , precious Jewels thar 
have been purchas'd or brought from all parts of the World. 
After this, who can have any regret far his Money, his Mova- 
bles, his Funds, that have bcen torn away by ExaCti- 
ons ? 

So great a Prince, ſo ſuperbly lodg'd, cannot be at any mean 
Expence in ſo great a Houle. Wherefore, in it, muſt be con- 
ſumed in Tables, in Officers, in Miſtreſſes, in Trains that. are 
kept for them, in Fortunes conferr'd upan their Relations, in 
Feaſts, Opera's, Comedies, Ballets, in what is call'd Appart- 
ments, in Preſents to Women and Favourites, in Guards and 
in Penſions, there mult, I ſay, be expended once or twice more 
than was formerly expended in the maintaining of Armies and 
the Frontier Places of the State. Is not this well laying out 
the Money of the Kingdom ? Can it be queſtion'd but that the 
King is all, and that His Selt-love is the Divinity to. which all 
is ſacrificed ? The King makes ſome Expences which ſeem to 
be for the Publick : He has caus'd a Canal to be made for the 
ConjunCtion of the two Seas. This is for the conveniency of 
Commerce. I know not whether the Princc is Himſelf the 
Cully of his own Heart. But nv body queſtions but that this 
prodigious Undertaking, which can n:ver be accompliſh'd, was 
form*d out of a principle of Vain-glory as well as the reſt. It 
is to leave to Polterity a Munument of his Grandeur by the 
prodigious Expences He ſhali hive been 2c in ſuch a Work, 
The truth is, that it will not ſubfi;t, and that the Floods will 
ruin. 
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ruin it the firſt year it ſhall be negleCted ; and that at the long 
run it will be abandoned, becauſe the Expence of the Mainte- 
nance will by much ſurpaſs the profit. But no matter ; theſe 
will be great Ruines that will denote the Greatneſs of Soul of 
Him that form'd the Project of them, and upon which will be 
written 

Ouem fi non tenuit, magnis tamen excedtt auſis, 


Would you know another Article of Expence which con- 
ſumes predigions Summs ? It is the immenſe Liberalitics beſtow'd 
upon Favourites, the making of Creatures and new Princes in 
the World. The Family of Teller polleſſes, poſlibly, fourſcore 
or a hundred Millions of Land ; the Family of Colbert has much 
about the ſame, and others proportionably. There are Sub- 
jects in France much” richer than are ſeveral Soveraigns in Ex- 
rope, Who, nevertheleſs, make a fair figure. If regard was had 
to the State and to its Intereſts, the Expences could not be 
worſe laid out ; for the new Grandces that ſtart up from the 
Dirt, and mount up to 'the fide of the Throne, only ſerve to 
pull down the ancient Houſes, and bring them to rothing. They 
are the Tyrants of the State, znd the Blood-ſuckers. It would 
be much more uſeful that the Wealth was ſpread among the 
Publick, than Pocketed by one private Perſon. It may be ſaid 
to be Wealth loſt for the Kingdom, for out of thoſe great Re- 
ſervers into which the King cauſes all the ſubſtance of his Sub- 


jets to flow, there rever comes out any thing 2gain for the 


good of the State , ſince that thoſe great Families are exempt 
from all charges. In fine, there 1s injuſtice in reducing ſo 
many Familics to Beggery, for the canling People of a low 
and*mean Birth to live ina Royal abundance, and in thEemidſt 
of -a thonſand ſaperfluities. But no matter, this makes, and 
this proves the Prince's Greatneſs. Theſe are Co/off#ts, that 
ſhew the valt [Imagination and great Capacity of the Workman, 
People will one day ſhew thoſe i{tately Honles of rew Ereti- 
on, and ſay, Thoſe are the Works of Lewis the Great z judge 
how great He w:s that mace them, Un'e!'s it comes to paſs 
that a new Star ſhould riſe with the Shccilior, which ſhould 
pour 
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our upon thoſe new-rais'd Houſes the very ſam? Influences 
as thoſe which have deſolated the Foxcquers and his like, whach 
every ludividual hopes for his Comfort and Revenge. 


Let's laſtly core to the Expences thx fcem the beſt 1aid 
ont. The King excads infinitely in Penſions. Hardly is 
there a Prince in Erxrerc but to whom He 1s become tribatary. 
W here He cannot gain the Prince Himſelf with Money, He 
gains Favourites, the Miniſters, and oftentjmes the Princeſs, 
who fleeps in the S-vcraign's Bolom 3 they are paid large Pen- 
ſions, Preſerts are made them : andy” by this means our 
Court reigi:s every-where ; the King expends infinitely in Ar- 
mies and in Troops. In the mi9it of Peace He maintains more 
Forces th:n the moſt War-ljke of his Anceſtors did maintain 
in the molt cruel Wars. He makes War upon his Netgh- 
bours, which ever redound to his profit. In Wars He luggs 
after him prodigious Armics, but He has alſo augmented the 
Kingdom with Five great Provinces, Alface, la Franche Comte, 
Lorraine, Luxembourg aud Flanders, which make a Kingdom , 
and renucr France the tcrrour of all Europe. Can. Expences 
be bettcr emplojzed ? 'and can one have regret. for' what one 
has loſt, fince the Publick has gain'd fo mach thereby ? ln ef- 
feft it is an Expence well laid out, ſuppoſing the Principle 
they now buiid at Court, That the Prince ts all, that the People 
is nothing, and that all ou;ht only to tend ta the Kins's Grandeur. 
For certainly all this ſerves to compofe the Sir-name of Great, 
which is added to the Name of Lewss. But if inſtead of this 
falſe Principle we ſuppoſe the true Principle, which is, That 
the Good of the State and of the Publick ought to be the So- 
verzign's Law, it would appear that whart.is called the Glory 
of France, is the greateſt of all its Evils. Becauſe that thoſe 
Conqueſts ( of which ſo much Honour is made) are unjuſt, 
odious and burthenſome to the State. They are wjuſt. Our 
Money and our Forces have ſerved to ſeize three Provinces 
from a Pupil King, under 1 know not what Title. And in 
vertue of a certain Right of the Children of the firſt Marria- 
ges, which has only vigour in ſotne Places of Brabane, which 
only 
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only regards private Perſons: Nay, and to which Rennncia- 
tion had been made by Marrying the Daughter of Spain, by an 
Act as expreſs and ſolemn as had ever been made. Our Mo- 
rey is laid out to gain Miniſters in Foreign Courts, that fo 
they may perſwade their Maſters to fell us Places. Thus 
did we acquire Dunkerk from the Engliſh, and Cazal from the 
Duke of Mantua, that have colt ſo many Millions. Our Fli- 
nances are ſquander'd away in paying Traytors that fell us 
Towns, or facilitate the Conqueſt of them to us. Thus was 
Strasbourg acquired, and molt of the Conquer'd Countries. In 
fine, the Money of the Realm is laid out to maintain numerous 
Armies, and carry on unjuſt Wars, which render the French 
Name odious to all Exrope, perſwade the World that Fraxce aims 
at the Univerſal Monarchy, and that it thinks to attain there- 
unto by Infidelities, Treaſons, Violences, Violation of the moſt 
holy Treaties, of Peaces, Capitulations, by unheard-of Bar- 
barities, by Burnings, and diſmal Deſolations. Though Con- 
queſts were worth any thing to us, were they to be purchas'd 
at ſuch a rate ? 


But furthermore, Who is there but ſees that the Conqueſts, 
inſtead of proving the Grandeur of State,are onorous to it,and its 
ruin? We are mad, and it is our folly that foſters our ſlavery. 
When the King wins a Battle, takcs a City, ſubdues a Pro- 
vince, we make Bonefires, and no pitiful poor Creature but 
fancies himſelf rais'd a foot higher, and annexes the Great- 
neſs of the King to his own Idea. This rewards him for all 
his Loſſes, and comforts him for all his Miſeries. And He 
does not conſider that He loſes gradually as the King gains. 
Firſt, the Prince's Greatneſs docs ever prove the Miſery of his 
SubjeCts. For the 'more Puiſſant a Prince is, the more He 
abandons Himſelf to his Paſſions, becauſe He ſatisfies them 
with the more ca'e. Now Ambition, Avarice , Luxury, 
Expences, are ever the Paflions of the Great. With the more 
eaſe they oppreſs, the niore they oppreſs. And accordingly 
we ſec that the Subjefts of Princes Potent in Demeſns, in 
Money, in Provinces, in Arms, are ever the moſt wretched 
and 


TI. Memorial. 22 


and the' moſt eppreſſed. Let us bnt view in the Eſt how 
People live under thoſe powerful Emperors of Turkey, Per- 
ſia, and the great Mogul ;, wherefore it is the Intereſt of the 
People to keep their Kings in a mediocrity of Power, that ſo 
they may not oppreſs their Liberty. Secondly, Now ſhon!ld [ 
be glad that our . French-men, who pride themſelves ſo much in 
Hve or ſix Provinces, and above two hundred places which 
the King has conquer'd or built, from Dunkirk as far as B.ſte, 
I ſhould be glad, I fay, they would tell me at whoſe colts 
thoſe Provinces are kept, guarded and maintaind ? The 
new Subje(ts are Lyons and Wolves that are held by the 
'Ears; they gnaſh their teeth, and are ever ready to de- 
vour, as ſoon as they ſee an opportunity for ſo doing : 
They have an abhorrence for the French ſway, and only 
watch for occaſions to caſt off its Yoak ; wherefore.they 
are ever to be under Guards, And indeed we have not 
been contented with the antient Cittadels that were found 
-in the conquerd Provinces : New ones have been built 
throughout all Flanders, on the Sayre, on the Rhyne, and 
even to the Gates of Baſle, How many Garriſons, how 
many Governours are there to be maintained ? I lay it 
down as matter of Fa&, that the King does not receive 
from thoſe conquer'd Countries the half quarter of what 
is neceſſary to keep them ; who is it that furniſhes the 
reſt? 1s it not the antient Demeſne of the Crown ? Does 
it not come from the antient Provinces ? Thus you ſee 
what the Provinces' of Normandy, Brittany, Champagne, Guy- 
enne, Languedock, &c. gain by the matter ; They muſt fur. 
niſh thirty or forty Millions to maintain the King's Gran- 
deur, and preſerve his Conqueſts. Laftly, To be fully con- 
vinced bow much thefe New Conqueſts are- burdenſome to 
the State, conſider the jealouſie of the Neighbours ; though 
theſe New Subjefts ſhould be ſubdued, and accuſtomed to 
obey the 'King, their Neigbbonrs would then be accuſtom- 
ed to fee him poſſeſs their ſubſtance, and their} antient 
Patrimony : Ami would they not be under apprehenfions, 
that by leaving him what he has already taken, they ſhould 
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afford him the means of taking what he has not yet in his 
hands, To proceed with the ſame rapidicy France has done, 
the moſt Chr:tian King would be Malter of all Europe in 
twenty Years time; This is well. underſtood, and. this -is 
what will ever exg on our Neighbours to .make Leagues 
and conſpire our Ruine : You ſee the Effet of the Pro- 
phecy. Whence comes this formidable League of all Chrz. 
{tian Princes, who. unanimoully conſpire our Ruine, ſay 
from the Jealouſie created in them. by the Kings greatneſs ? 
whereſore France mult perpetually keep great Armies on 
foot, and who ſhall pay them ? it will not be the Coun- 
trey newly conquer'd : On the contrary, that muſt be eas'd, 
that ſo it may not join with our Enemies ;, and beſides, 
it will be looked upon as ſufficiently galled, by. being the 
Stage. of War. Thus. it is the old Kingdom of France 
that muſt bear all the burdens, and which is already over- 
whelmed with the weight of its New Conqueſts. Now 
this is the uſe made of the Finances, and of the immenſe 
Summs. ſqueez?d out of us. : 


Now to make manifeſt the Oppreſſion the People are 
under from the Impoſts, it is expedient to deſcribe the 
miſeries France has thereby been reduc'd to : But it is re- 
quiſite to draw. the Curtain over this Object ; nothing 
ought to be ſaid upon it, becauſe enough cannat_ be ſaid upon 
it : It is requiſite for a Body to be here as we are to ſpeak of it 
well; the Kingdom. is ſo leſſen'd, ſpeaking generally, that 
there is.a quarter part, or third, fewer Inhabitants than 
there were fifty Years. ago : With exception to Pars, 
whither all People flock as to..a SanCtuary{ and which 
by this means daily augments ;. the Cities are the half 
leſkten'd in Riches and Inhabitants: Some had enrich'd them- 
ſelves by Commerce, but the failure of Commerce - ruines 
them : Other Cities, eſpecially the ſmaller, are half De- 
fart: There are Cities that paid the King thirty or for- 
ty thouſand Livres that now cannot ſurniſh ten. The up- 
per Countrey is, become deſolate : The Byrrovghs and 
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Villages are hardly onghr- other” Than Bilapidations ; * ſe- 
veral Lands are uncultivated for want of hands to cul- 
tivate them : Thz Peaſant lives after the moſt wretched 


manner imaginable, and ef. 4ro1p5{bIFeragh Naw) as 
the Slaves "of Africa, and all that 1s in them proclaims 
their miſery. Money is no, longer to be found in. the 
Provinces, the 'Nobleſſe is beggarly, the. Citizen tn diſtreſs ; 
thoſe who<have Money ' conceal: it -as: if ' they-Yonceal'd- a 
Criminal of Stateat theie-Howſe. -No'ottier Money 19 row 

ſeen than what, turns into the King's Coffers, ,. ERS 
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-. 1 Advertiſement of New Books. : 


TS Hiſtory of Guſtavus Adolphus, furnamed the Great, King 
1 ;of Swedev., with, the. Life and Reign of bis Succeſſor, 
after Chriſtiney' Cares, Guſtavus, Count Palate , 

The DilMidator :* Or, 'Reflettions upon Modern TranſaQi- 
ons, by way of Letters from a Perſon at Amſterdam, to his 
Friend at Londwz :. Pybliſht qace 4 Fortoight. ' 


Modern Hiſtory, or, The Monthly Account of all. ConG- 
derable Occurrences, Civil, Eccleſiaſtical, and Military ; with 
all Natural and Philoſophical ProduQions and TranſaQions. 
Publiſhe Monthly. 


An Anſwer to the late RK. Fames's Declaration, dated at 
To.all_bic pretended Subjett: of the 
Kingdom of England ; and Order*d by a Vote of the Honou- 
rable Houſe of Commons, to be burnt by the Hand of the 
Common Hangman. 


Reaſons why the Parliament of Scor/and cannot comply with 
the late K. James's ProQamation, ſent lately to that Kingdom, 
and proſecuted by the late Viſcount Dundee, containing an An- 
ſwer to each Paragraph of the ſaid Proclamation, and vindi- 
cating the ſaid Parliament their preſent Proceeding againſt 
him. 


Mercurins Reformatus : Or, the New Obſervator, is conti- 
nued to be publiſhed every Wedneſday, and thoſe Gentlemen 
that want either compleat Setts, or particular Numbers, may 
be furniſhed. | 


All fold by D. Newman at the Kings Arms in the Poultrey, 


